
Fall/Winter 2011     

 

Head Start Happenings 

In This Issue 
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ŦƻǊ нлмм-2012 

Absalom Jones Center 
 Recognized 
 

ODL Celebration 

NCCHS Receives Grant for 
Outdoor Play Improvements 

 

Head Start Volunteers 

In Kind Awards for 2010-2011 

Center News 

Annual Luncheon 2011 

NCCHS Grant for Science 
Learning 

 

Annual Service Awards 2011 

New NCCHS Website 

New Castle County Head Start, Inc. has begun its 34th 
year offering Head Start services to the children and 
families of New Castle County, Delaware. As I visit the 
centers and see the staff interacting with the children 
and parents, I feel very fortunate to be a part of this 
organization. The staff has, once again, done an 
outstanding job in preparing the classrooms and 
making all of the necessary arrangements for a smooth 
operation of the program. 

The agency will continue to strive to provide the very best preschool education for our 
students, as well as supportive programs for the parents. Please feel free to come in to 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
training programs, participate in the parent center committees and advisory committees, 
join the Policy Council, and become part of the Head Start family. 

I look forward to meeting you and your children throughout the program year, and I hope 
you find your experience with New Castle County Head Start, Inc. to be positive and 
rewarding. 

 

 

Jeffrey E. Benatti 
Executive Director 
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New Castle County Head Start, Inc. is a non -profit organization dedicated to enhancing the  social, 

cognitive, emotional and physical well being of children and families in New Castle County, Delaware.  

Whatõs New for 2011-2012? 

 2011-2012  

Board of Directors  
 

Randy Roberts, Chairperson 
David Facciolo, Vice 

Chairperson 
Marty Carlino, Treasurer 

J.D. Lee, Secretary 
Phyllis Barnes 
Sylvia Brooks 

Donald Goldberg 
Donzell Harmon 
Grettel Huber 

Leslie Lee 
Janell Ostroski 

Carroll Shannon 
 

New Castle County 
Head Start, Inc.  
Give your child a Head Start 

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

 

NEW ƎǊŀƴǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ōȅ tb/ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ 
Museum of Natural History to enhance science learning through fun, age-
appropriate activities at all nine New Castle County Head Start, Inc. centers. 

NEW grant from Head Start Body Start National Center for Physical 
Development and Outdoor Play to enhance the outdoor play spaces at 
Brandywine and Claymont centers.  

NEW and improved Head Start website www.ncchs.org. 

NEW Delaware Head Start Association and Delaware Association for the 
Education of Young Children will host a joint conference on March 30-31, 2012 
in Dover. 
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Absalom Jones Center Recognized  

The Absalom Jones Center received a 25-year-certificate as an 

honored volunteer station at the 44th Annual Recognition for 

the Foster Grandparent Program on May 10, 2011 at Dover 

Downs.  

1|  From the left are Dr. Henry Smith, Secretary of Delaware 
Health & Human Services; Robert Schroder, Chair of the 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 
Services; Nannette Ziemba, New Castle County Head 
Start, Inc.; Lieutenant Governor John Carney; and Dr. Lisa 
Diller, Chair of the Foster Grandparent Advisory Council. 

2|  Nannette Ziemba, Absalom Jones Center Coordinator, sits 
with Foster Grandparent, Andrea Garcia. 

Head Start Celebrates  

NCCHS Receives Grant  

New Castle County Head Start, Inc. is a 2011 grant recipient 
from Head Start Body Start National Center for Physical 
Development and Outdoor Play. The $5,000 grant will 
enhance the outdoor play spaces at Brandywine and 
Claymont centers.  

The Head Start Body Start National Center was created 
through a federal grant to the National Association for Sport 
and Physical Education (NASPE) and the American Association 
for Physical Activity and Recreation (AAPAR) from the Office 
of Head Start. In addition to the play space improvements, 
each award-winning Head Start Center will have access to 
online courses, webinars and resource materials.   

1 
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ODL Celebration  

On May 19, 2011, Head Start staff from Absalom Jones, 

Marshallton and Newark centers, along with mentor coaches 

from the University of Delaware, attended an Opening Doors 

to Literacy dinner celebration event at the Brantwyn Estate.  

3|  Absalom Jones staff, front row from the left, are: Kirsten 
Rose, Evelyn Romero, Alice Padovani, Maria Najera, Tina 
Shockley, Patty Horner and UD coach, Wendy Bertsche; 
back row from the left are: Lorenza Obregon, Paige 
Hartman, Elyise Greene, Nannette Ziemba, Sheila Berkel, 
Laura Zavala, Leticia Lopez and Nayeli Nunez. 

4|  Newark staff hold a Center of Excellence banner. From the 
left are: Sara LaPanne, Elvia Guzman, Myrtle Richards, 
Maria Gonzalez, Jennifer Saavedra, Annette Hunter, 
Amanda Collier, Lynn Hudson, Debbie Fetzer, Helen Friend 
and Melissa Earl. 

4 
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DuPont volunteers (back from the left): Tina Truby, Stanley 
Merritt, Chris Davis and Stephen Spangler. Head Start staff (front 
from the left): Wanda DiGralielmo, Edna Soto and Estelle Turner. 

Community Volunteers  

New Castle County Head Start, Inc. would like to thank the 

many community volunteers who play a critical role in the 

Head Start program. Head Start partners with local 

corporations and non-profit organizations to provide in-

classroom volunteer services for students. Days of Caring 

events, led by the United Way, coordinate groups of 

employees from local companies to support local non-

profit organizations. In October 2011, employees from the 

DuPont Corporation participated in a Days of Caring event 

at the Absalom Jones Center, where volunteers provided 

individual reading support with students. 

Head Start Volunteers  

2011-2012 Policy Council  

Please welcome the 2011-2012 Policy Council members. 
Thank you for your dedication and service to Head Start.  

 

Adelaide Adusei Janelle Hayward 
Elizabeth Andino-Lind Corina Jones 
Gwendolyn Atkinson Carolina Lara 
Lucero Benites-Figueroa Arlene Little 
Cheri Black Violeta Lopez 
Joanne Chinea Angelina Prothro 
Ivonne Cruz-Castrejon Aretha Reid 
Latanya Duncan Yaritza Reza 
Isabel Garcia Cristina Rojas-Lozano 
Mayra Guzman Vidals Dax Scott 
Cynthia Harris Tokunbo Shomide  
 Cherylrel Taylor  

2010-2011 In Kind Awards  

New Castle County Head Start, Inc. centers receive staff 
development dollars in correlation with the number of In 
Kind donations earned by each center during the school 
year. In Kind donations include volunteer hours and/or 
donation of services and goods.  

This year, centers were placed into one of three groups 
based on the total number of In Kind donations earned. 
Below are the group placements and amount of staff 
development dollars earned per center: 

Absalom Jones, Lambson and Manor Parkτ$200   

Bear, Claymont and Marshalltonτ$125 

Brandywine, Newark and Rose Hillτ$50 

 Top Volunteers for 2010 -2011 

New Castle County Head Start, Inc. recognizes  one parent 

from each center who has volunteered the most hours 

during the year.  A special recognition is given to the Top 

Volunteer, the parent with the most volunteer hours from 

all nine centers. For a second year in a row, Alice Marie 

Pasquale from Manor Park was the Top Volunteer of the 

year. The individual center volunteer winners were Steven 

Lopez, Absalom Jones; Alejandra Ramirezy-Rodriguez, Bear; 

Ayesah Begum, Brandywine; Firoza Akther, Claymont; 

Stephanie Summers, Lambson; Luz Navarrette-Garcia, 

Marshallton; Janeth Araujo, Newark; and Kaitlyn Couch, 

Rose Hill.  Thank you to all parent volunteers! 

2010-2011 Top Volunteer of the Year, Alice Marie Pasquale 
(third from the left), receives the Top Volunteer award from 
Program Coordinators Linda L. Marks, Sheila Berkel and Judy 
Guttenplan.   
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Absalom Jones  

¶ Held a Parade of Hats for students and parents with hats donated 

by the Rose Hill Senior Center. 

¶ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ wŀƳǎŜȅΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇΦ 

¶ Provided a six-week Nutrition Training class for parents. 

¶ Hosted a Segal Puppet Show  on bus safety for students. 

Bear  

¶ Traveled to Milburn Orchards for a student field trip. 

¶ Partners with Delaware Technical and Community College to 

provide student teacher training. 

¶ Welcomes an intern from Delaware State University to assist the 

kitchen manager. 

¶ Welcomes an intern from Hodgson Vocational Technical High 

School to assist in all areas of center operations. 

¶ Partners with Foster Grandparents volunteer program for in-

classroom support. 

Brandywine  

¶ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜǎ aǎΦ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ŀƴŘ aǎΦ WŀΩ[ƛǎŀ ƻƴ  ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

new baby girls. 

¶ Partnered with the Lions Club of Claymont to provide vision 

screenings for students. 

¶ Hosted a Fall Festival for students and parents to promote 

language and literacy. 

¶ Hosted a Thanksgiving Luncheon for students and parents to 

celebrate the season of giving thanks.  

Claymont  

¶ Planning Fall, Winter and Spring Festivals with the help of parents 

to promote Language/Literacy, Math, Science and Cooking in a fun 

and educational environment. 

¶ Partners with the Claymont Public Library for weekly storybook 

readings for each classroom. 

¶ Center Coordinator, Jaquaya Thomas, was honored by the Young 

Adult Network at Bethel AME for her early childhood education 

work and dedication to children and their families in New Castle 

County, Delaware. 

¶ Partners with the Brandywine School District to provide services 

for children with disabilities. 
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Lambson  

¶ Hosted Applelooza, a week of fun activities all about apples. 

¶ Offers free ESL classes for parents provided by New Start Adult 

Learning Program. 

¶ Partners with Colonial Early Childhood Education Program to 

provide bilingual training for Lambson & Rose Hill parents. 

¶ IƻǎǘŜŘ άaƛȄƛƴƎ Lǘ ¦Ǉ Σέ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ƳǳǎƛŎ-related activities for 

students and their parents. 
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Manor Park  

¶ Promotes literacy with students and families by providing access 

to books in the lending library. 

¶ Partners with Foster Grandparents volunteer program for in-

classroom support. 

¶ Hosted Silly Joe the Musician for a musical performance for 

students. 

¶ Hosted a Segal Puppet Show  on bus safety for students. 

¶ Hosted New Castle County Crossing Guards for pedestrian safety 

training. 

Marshallton  

¶ Partners with Read Aloud Delaware and DuPont Corporation for 

individual student reading support. 

¶ Hosted Silly Joe the Musician for a musical performance for 

students. 

¶ Hosted a Segal Puppet Show  on bus safety for students. 

¶ Partners with Delaware Technical Community College to provide 

student teacher training. 

Newark  

¶ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿŀǊƪ 5ŀȅ bǳǊǎŜǊȅΩǎ рлth Anniversary celebration 

and donated a Head Start parent handbook and brochure for a 

time capsule. 

¶ Partnered with Newark Day Nursery on a student field trip to the 

5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘǎ-on learning. 

Rose Hill  

¶ Participated in a Days of Caring event with the United Way and 

DuPont Corporation to provide reading support for students. 

¶ Partners with Foster Grandparents volunteer program for in-

classroom support. 

¶ Hosted Bob the Magician for a student performance. 

¶ /ŜƴǘŜǊ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ bŀƴƴŜǘǘŜ ½ƛŜƳōŀΣ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ άaŀǎǘŜǊ 

LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ 

Childhood Education. 
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Annual Luncheon 2011  

Staff, board members, volunteers and honored guests 
celebrated another successful program year at the Annual 
Luncheon held at the Chase Center on June 2, 2011.  

1|  Executive Director, Jeff Benatti (left), presents past Board 
member Louis Hering with the 2011 Ethel M. Cooper 
Outstanding Service Award for his contributions to New 
Castle County Head Start, Inc. and the greater community.  

2|  Program Coordinator, Judy Guttenplan, and Executive 
Director, Jeff Benatti, congratulate Debbie Reed (center) 
on receiving the 2011 Lucy H. Borda Award for her 
continued professional growth and on-going 
determination to accomplish professional goals.  

3|  2011 Eunice A. Thomas Employee of the Year Award 
winners are (from left to right) Brenda Pantoja, Jackie 
Cepeda-Medrano, Nannette Ziemba, Annette Savage-
Hunter, Andrea Reynolds, Allyson Casado, Cathy Ruhle, 
Kristen Cunningham and Christine Potter.  Not pictured: 
Monica Lara  

NCCHS Partners with PNC Foundation and DE Museum of Natural History  

1 

2 

3 

Head Start Announcements  

Pictured above from the left are Lynn Hudson, 
Amanda  Collier, Annette Hunter, Melissa Earl, 
Delaware Museum of Natural History Director of 
Education Paula Holloway, Florence Muhammed, 
Maria Gonzalez, Jennifer Saavedra, Sara LaPanne, 
Caroline Taylor, Tammy Doran and Myrtle Richards. 

PNC Foundation has awarded a grant extension to  the 
Delaware Museum of Natural History in support of 
enhanced science learning through fun, age-appropriate 
activities at all nine New Castle County Head Start, Inc. 
centers beginning fall 2011. The grant, totaling 
$103,000, will provide teacher training in science 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŀ άƳŜƴǘƻǊ-ŎƻŀŎƘέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ 
training teachers in science. Museum mentor-coaches 
will visit Head Start classrooms weekly to observe 
teachers, make suggestions, and answer questions 
about effective techniques for incorporating science into 
the curriculum. ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ  
Paula Holloway, pictured left with Newark Center staff, 
will provide an initial nine hours of training and resource 
materials for 113 teachers, supervisors and aides.  


